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OPINION

Mercury plan protects kids’ health

Kudos to Gov. Rod Blagoje-
vich for taking a strong stand
for public health with his pro-
posal to reduce mercury pollu-
tion from Hllinois coal plants by
90%. This administration is
making it clear that putting our
children at risk for brain dam-
age is not an acceptable cost of
doing business in this state.

Mercury accumulates in the
environment and causes serious
health effects—including devel-
opmental delays, learning dis-
abilities, loss of vision and mo-
tor skills and even heart dam-
age. Unfortunately, scientists
have found that Lake Michigan
is more contaminated than any
of the Great Lakes, largely due
to coal plants on its shores.

With the development of in-
expensive pollution controls to
capture this mercury before it’s
emitted by coal plants, there is
no longer any excuse for al-
lowing this health threat
to persist. The reac-
tion from Illinois
power industry
lobbyists
claiming that
the mercury
reduction tar-
gets are impossible
or too expensive
frankly threatens |
credibility to the
breaking point.

This move makes
lllinois the fourth
state to adopt a 90%
or better reduction
standard for mercury,

joining Connecticut, Massa-

chusetts and New Jersey. Illi-

nois’ decision to join these

states is especially significant

due to the much larger fleet of

coal-burning power plants sit-

ed here. With Gov. Blagoje-

vich’s leadership, we hope that

other governors in the Midwest

will step up to the plate to pro-

tect children’s health from this
unnecessary threat.

REBECCA STANFIELD

Environmental attorney

Illinois Public Interest Research

Group

LAURA LEON

Acting executive director

Illinois Maternal and Child

Health Coalition




20 JANUARY 23,2006 « CRAIN'S CHICAGO BUSINESS

OPINION

Kudos to Gov. Rod Blagoje-
vich for taking a strong stand
for public health with his pro-
posal to reduce mercury pollu-
tion from Illinois coal plants by
90%. This administration is
making it clear that putting our
children at risk for brain dam-
age is not an acceptable cost of
doing business in this state.

Mercury accumulates in the
environment and causes serious
health effects—including devel-
opmental delays, learning dis-
abilities, loss of vision and mo-
tor skills and even heart dam-
age. Unfortunately, scientists
have found that Lake Michigan
is more contaminated than any
of the Great Lakes, largely due
to coal plants on its shores.

With the development of in-
expensive pollution controls to
capture this mercury before it’s
emitted by coal plants, there is
no longer any excuse for al-
lowing this health threat
to persist. The reac-
tion from Illinois
power industry
lobbyists
claiming that
the mercury
reduction  tar-
gets are impossible
or too expensive
frankly threatens |
credibility to the
breaking point.

This move makes
Illinois the fourth
state to adopt a 90%
or better reduction
standard for mercury,

Merguryplan protects kids’ health

joining Connecticut, Massa-

chusetts and New Jersey. Illi-

nois’ decision to join these

states is especially significant

due to the much larger fleet of

coal-burning power plants sit-

ed here. With Gov. Blagoje-

vich’s leadership, we hope that

other governors in the Midwest

will step up to the plate to pro-

tect children’s health from this
unnecessary threat.

REBECCA STANFIELD

Environmental attorney

llinois Public Interest Research

Group

LAURA LEON

Acting executive director

llinois Maternal and Child

Health Coalition

%



