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BUSINESS LEADERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS 

 
 
 
December 22, 2005 
 
The Honorable Rod Blagojevich 
Office of the Governor 
207 State House 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
 
Dear Governor Blagojevich: 
 
As business leaders, we believe a robust economy and healthy environment go hand in hand. Our 
shareholders, employees and customers expect us to conduct business in an environmentally 
responsible manner. Moreover, Illinois residents of the cities and towns where we operate have a 
right to healthy communities. 
 
That’s why we urge you to expand your commitment to environmental issues by taking action to 
reduce Illinois residents’ exposure to mercury. Mercury long has been linked to serious health 
problems, most notably neurological development. As governor, you can protect Illinoisans -- 
especially children -- from the threats of mercury by: 
 

• Adopting a stricter cap on mercury pollution from Illinois coal plants than the current 
federal government’s weak requirement; and  

 
• Prohibiting out-of-state trading of mercury pollution credits that can result in the 

continuation of dangerous mercury “hot spots” in Illinois communities. 
 
The Illinois economy depends on a healthy, competitive workforce. By compromising the health 
and cognitive skills of future workers, mercury pollution threatens the ability of Illinois 
businesses to recruit the best and brightest workers needed to compete in the global marketplace.  
Productivity also can suffer when working parents of children with learning disabilities and 
cognitive problems are distracted or forced to take time off to seek care and services for their 
children. 
 
So reducing mercury pollution isn’t simply about doing the right thing for our current and future 
workers and their families. It’s about keeping Illinois businesses competitive and the state’s 
economy strong well into the future. 



 
Unfortunately, the new federal “Clean Air Mercury Rule” does not provide an adequate level of 
protection from the immediate and long-term health effects of mercury exposure. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s own Inspector General has critiqued the Bush 
administration’s new rule for being developed without fully assessing the impact on children’s 
health. Furthermore, the rule’s “cap-and-trade” program could create and perpetuate mercury 
“hot spots” in Illinois if coal plants are allowed to continue to purchase the right to keep 
polluting at high levels, rather than install mercury pollution controls to clean up their plants.
 
Despite its shortcomings, the rule gives states an opportunity to address localized mercury 
pollution problems by adopting stricter standards and opting out of the national cap-and-trade 
program. Stricter controls on mercury pollution from coal plants will benefit Illinois businesses 
and families because mercury emissions settle locally. According to the EPA’s own modeling, 
63 percent of mercury deposition at one Chicago location came from Illinois sources, and 41 
percent of all Illinois mercury pollution likely falls within the state’s borders. 
 
In our role as business leaders, we understand our shareholders and the communities we serve 
demand environmental responsibility. But we are also Illinois residents and parents, and have a 
direct interest in the quality of the state’s natural resources. 
 
We commend your past environmental initiatives and urge you to act to reduce mercury 
pollution from coal plants in Illinois. By investing now to reduce mercury pollution we can 
protect the health and well being of Illinois children – our future workforce – and reduce the 
costs of mercury exposure that can burden our state’s economy for years to come. 
 
We look forward to working with you on this critical issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hedy M. Ratner, Co-President 
Women's Business Development Center 
8 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 400 
Chicago, Illinois  60603 
 
Bill Abrams* 
Partner, Hazel-Ravine Partners 
 
Steve Abrams* 
CFO, Brook Electrical Supply 
 
Tripp Amdur* 
President, Accucare Division, Medline  
 
Annette Beitel* 
Attorney, Pacific Gas & Energy 
 

Nelson Chai* 
CFO, Archipelago Group 
 
Anita Drobny* 
Founder, Air America 
 
Martha Glass* 
Coldwell Banker 
 
Jim Harris* 
CEO, Thoughtstep, Inc. 
 
Rick Kash* 
CEO, The Cambridge Group 
 
John Kramer* 
Deputy General Counsel, JP Morgan 
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Ann and Paul Krouse* 
Retired, Founders of Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students and other 
educational directories 
 
Andy Lappin* 
President, Shetland Properties 
 
Joseph Learner* 
Partner, Julien J.Studley, Inc. 
 
Chris Liguori* 
Attorney, Jenner & Block 
 
Tom Lubin* 
CEO, Nextwave Media 
 
Andy Mills* 
President, Medline Industries, Inc. 
 
Albert J. Montano* 
President, Ventana Financial Resources 
 
Randy Moss* 
ABN Amro 
 

Pat O'Donnell* 
Retired, Managing Partner UBS 
 
Nancy Pred* 
President, Seneca Strategy Partners, Inc. 
 
William Singer* 
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis 
 
Tom Stone* 
Principal, Stone Capital Group, Inc. 
 
Marcus Wedner* 
Partner, CIVC Partners, LP 
 
David Wilhelm* 
President, Woodland Venture Management 
 
John Woldenberg* 
Vice President, Burnstein Financial 
 

 
 
*Organizational affiliations listed for identification purposes only 
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